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Symbolism and Conflict in Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Conclusion
Ray Bradbury has used various symbols in the text. The analysis of the symbols makes it possible for the reader to understand the text in a broader way. Through symbols used, like the hearth, salamander, fire, blood, and hound, the text develops a literary feel. They not only make the text interesting but also makes the reader think in order to come up with the various meanings attached to each symbol. The symbols of the hearth and salamander are used to explain the true meaning and roles of a fireman, in reference to what firemen did in the past. The blood and hound are symbols of destruction and death, whereas fire symbolizes destruction and courage, as seen in the text. The symbols help in significant theme development and contribute to the flow of the text by making it interesting and giving the reader the urge to make discoveries while reading the text. Through the use of one major conflict: the conflict between Montag and his conscience, Bradbury is able to set the pace in the text. It is this conflict that gives birth to other conflicts witnessed in the rest of the book. The conflict also builds on the theme of change as Montag experiences changes in all aspects of his life, from change in his character to mindset change. Montag also convinces Mildred to be part of the change he is experiencing. The blend of interesting symbols with a huge conflict makes the first part of Fahrenheit 451 exciting and worth reading.
